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Cold water for the thirsty

One church’s weekly challenge brings relief to struggling neighbours

Over the years, First Baptist Church
Toronto (FBC) has always been involved
in community food drives and supporting
local food banks. But, in the last couple
years, something unique has happened
at the church. Their senior pastor, Wendell
Gibbs, began to give his congregation

a challenge each Sunday: What if every
member of the church could bring
something with them to church each
week — water bottles, diapers, or a non-
perishable food item for someone who
desperately needs help?

The church created a space for donations,
where members can gather and see
donations accumulate, motivating even
more contributions. “The challenge was to
overfill the space,” Pastor Gibbs explains.
“And then we'll gather everything and drive
it over to YSM.”

FBC'’s parishioners have responded
generously, making this weekly challenge
from the pulpit a part of who they are as a
church. Pastor Gibbs has become a regular
visitor to YSM, and the church’s donations
of water have had a significant impact
during the summer’s extreme heat.

The impact of a bottle of water

“For those living unsheltered, the summer
heat can be overwhelming and exhausting,”
says YSM Bridges Care Management
Supervisor Arleen Gomez. “Without access
to basic relief like water, individuals can
quickly become dehydrated, distressed and
discouraged. Something as simple as a
bottle of water offers not only physical relief
but a sense of dignity and care.”
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Pastor Wendell Gibbs and his wife, Rosil, drop off 10 cases of water from First Baptist Church Toronto.

Water bottles are also distributed to
community members through YSM’s
Church at the Mission, and to children
participating in YSM’s summer day
camp. “For the children at our camp,
the bottles of water have been very
helpful,” explains YSM Family Education
Supervisor Julian Williams. “We’ve been
handing them out prior to outings, and
the campers have been very grateful.
It's been a hot summer!”

Kraft dinners for vulnerable youth

Pastor Gibbs also drops off the church’s
donations of diapers and non-perishable
food items at YSM’s Evergreen Centre
for Vulnerable Youth. On one visit, he
asked Evergreen staff if there was

one particular item they could really

use. He learned the food pantry was
experiencing a shortage of Kraft dinners

— a meal that’s easy for young people
to make for themselves. Pastor Gibbs
let his congregation know of the need
during his weekly Sunday reminder,
and now his church is helping keep
Evergreen’s pantry stocked.

“We're living in a time when the need

is great,” says Pastor Gibbs. “Mission is
not only where we go, but where we are
— to be like Jesus and go about doing
good (Acts 10:38). What we do for the
least, we do for Him (Matthew 25:40).
God can use that bottle of water, those
Kraft dinners — it will be a seed for
transformation in the life of the person
who will be using it.”

FBC wants to encourage other
churches to join the challenge! You
can also learn more by reaching out
to YSM’s Community Engagement
Specialist Jenni Lien at jlien@ysm.ca.



Back to school:

Two ways YSM helps kids succeed

Youth from the People’s Church volunteer to fill new backpacks with school supplies.

1. Backpacks and school
supplies

Thank you to our corporate, church,
non-profit and individual partners
who all pulled together to donate

500 backpacks for our Cornerstone
families, Family Education Computer
Lab participants, and the young
children in our daycare and nursery
programs! What a community effort!
Your generosity helped families ensure
their children will have all the supplies
they need to start a new school year.

This summer we welcomed two

special volunteer groups to fill donated
backpacks with supplies and personal
notes of encouragement. Thanks to
Bank of Montreal’s 2025 interns and
to The People’s Church’s PREMIX
junior high youth group and their
leaders for all their hard work!

As PREMIX’s 13- and 14-year-old
members were hard at work packing
backpacks, one teenager reflected,

“l think this is important because it
spreads joy and kindness, and gives
people hope.” Another girl imagined the
child who would receive the backpack
she was packing, and said, “l hope

they feel like they're not alone, and that
someone is always going to be with
them. That they’ll just feel happy and
not have to worry about financial stuff,
or stuff that at that age they’re not
supposed to think about.” Her friend
agreed: “l want a child to feel happy and
relieved not to think about finances — so
they get to have fun at school.”

2. Free academic tutoring

This September, YSM’s Family Education
Centre will again offer free academic
tutoring, connecting children in grades
9-12 who are experiencing financial
need with one-on-one help from a
volunteer tutor.

Right now, we’re celebrating the hard
work of one of our former students,
Ailani,” who successfully graduated

*Community member’s name and image have been changed to protect their privacy.

high school last spring and is now
beginning her first year at university.
Congratulations, Ailani!

She recently sent us this note, full of
excitement for her future:

| just wanted to take a moment to say
thank you for all the help and support
you’ve given me. Since | started
receiving tutoring at YSM, I've noticed

a big improvement in both my sciences
and math, especially in math, which was
the subject | struggled with most. But
now, not only have my grades gone up,
but my confidence in math has grown,
helping me change the way | approach
and solve work. Because of all your
help, | am excited to share that I've
been accepted into two of my university
choices for Biology!

This is a huge achievement for me,

as I'll be the first in my family to go to
university. | truly couldn’t have done

it without the support and guidance

| received from YSM. Your support

has made me change my lens about
learning, making it much easier to learn.
In the future, I'd love to give back and
help others the way you’ve helped me!

Thank you for your partnership,
which makes our backpack drive,
tutoring program and stories like
Ailani’s possible!




Sam’s new home

As Sam slowly began to feel safe with YSM’s staff, he opened

up to show a tremendous eagerness to move forward with his
future. Like many of the community members who seek help
from YSM'’s Housing team, Sam needed guidance and advocacy
to push through barriers he was facing, and counselling support
as he faced setbacks along the way. With listening and care
from YSM'’s team, Sam was able to correct issues he was
experiencing with his Ontario Disability Support Program, and

he successfully applied to college, where he is now beginning

a diploma in social services.

YSM's staff also worked with Sam to find a suitable and
affordable place to live long term, a place where he could
maintain housing stability as he excels and develops in other
areas of his life. When our Housing staff went with Sam to view
the apartment, his nervousness was quickly replaced with
excitement as he began to imagine how he would decorate.

Sam* first came to live at YSM’s Genesis Place with a history He’s now successfully moved in, and is doing very well as he

of trauma. navigates his new life. Congratulations, Sam!

Genesis Place is a 26-unit building with rent-geared-to-income We can’t control all the barriers our community members
rentals, where families, youth, and adults who are engaged face, but thanks to your partnership, we can walk alongside
in YSM'’s programs can live for 3 years to support their neighbours to provide guidance, advocate for their rights,
stabilization as they work on long-term goals. and clear a pathway toward a stable future. Thank you!

Medical volunteers bring healing

As a young person experiencing
homelessness, James* walked nervously
into YSM’s Evergreen Health Centre for
the first time. He came at the urging

of his girlfriend, who had noticed his
declining dental health. James hadn’t
seen a dentist in years, and his mouth
was riddled with cavities and other issues,
but he had not been able to afford dental
care for a long while. Feeling deeply self-
conscious about his teeth, James had
stopped smiling.

Last June we celebrated our medical volunteers at an annual event to honour their life-changing dedication.

At our Health Centre, which offers free

health and wellness support services to confidence grew. Now, at age 25, he need help. To every medical professional
youth between the ages of 16 and 29, can’t stop beaming a bright, healthy who has volunteered time at YSM, your
the attending dentist carefully examined smile, and expressing his thanks to the impact is deep and lasting, and you are
James. The dentist confirmed it would medical professionals who volunteered truly appreciated.
b? ? long process, but if James was their time ar_1d exper_tise to make his Our Health Centre is currently
willing, together they could create a transformation possible. . .
comprehensive plan to restore his smile. seeking medical and dental

We are so deeply grateful to our inspiring volunteers! Learn more at ysm.ca/
As each visit to the Health Centre brought medical volunteers, who offer valuable health-centre-volunteers or email
noticeable improvements, James’s services for the well-being of youth who volunteer@ysm.ca.

*Community member’s name and image have been changed to protect their privacy.
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New beginnings

Think back to when you were a child.
How did it feel when September
rolled around? For me, there was
always a swirl of nervousness and
anticipation — new teachers, new
friends, and the unknown promise
of a fresh year. That back-to-school
energy still lingers for me today. And
now, walking through our offices in
late August, | get a glimpse of that same hopeful anticipation
in the bright, colourful backpacks lining our reception area,
generously donated by people like you.

Each backpack represents a child who can begin the school

year with confidence, focused not on what’s missing, but on

what’s possible. And behind every one of those backpacks is
a neighbour like you, choosing to act in love.

This edition of Urban Lights is filled with stories of new
beginnings — moments of transformation made possible by
your generosity and care. Because of your support:

* Community members facing hardship receive not
only practical essentials, but also the gift of being seen
and valued.

¢ Students like Ailani are thriving because of consistent
tutoring and educational support.

* People like James can smile again, thanks to the
compassionate dental volunteers at our Evergreen
Health Centre.

e Sam now lives in stable housing after walking
alongside our team through barriers that once seemed
insurmountable.

At YSM, these new beginnings aren’t just symbolic. They
are real lived experiences of hope and change. Whether you
gave school supplies, a box of mac and cheese, a financial
gift, or your time — we want you to know it matters. You are
a vital part of this movement to break cycles of poverty and
build pathways toward thriving futures.

Thank you for walking with us. Thank you for helping your
neighbours take their next brave step forward.

Blessings,

Vor e Ao

Angje Peters
President & CEO

Maximize your community impact
with a United Way gift

Are you a United Way workplace campaign donor?

Did you know you can designate a portion of your annual
United Way donation to any registered Canadian charity?

It's true! To do so, you simply need to indicate the charity you
wish to support, include the amount to be designated and share
basic information — the charity’s legal name, mailing address
and CRA Charitable Registration number — on your United Way
donation form.

Should you wish to designate a portion of your annual United Way
giving to Yonge Street Mission, the information you need includes:

* Our legal name: The Yonge Street Mission
¢ Mailing address: 306 Gerrard St. E., Toronto, ON M5A 2G7
¢ CRA Charitable Registration number: 11930 6181 RR0001

Thank you for considering offering YSM
assistance through this means — we are
truly grateful for your kind and committed
support!
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