
This is a story about a kid just like you. His name was John. He eventually became a
grandpa, but when he was your age, he did all the usual kid things—going to school,
hanging out with friends, doing homework, and dreaming about the future.

John’s dad was a doctor. Sometimes he would go with him on medical calls. John
really admired his father, as he was a man who cared deeply about people and would
sometimes even bring people in trouble home with him so he and his wife could care
for them. Although doing so could seem scary, John saw the importance of taking
care of people. 

One of John’s most memorable experiences was when he was first brought to a place
called Yonge Street Mission. Now that was a scary place. It was in downtown
Toronto and the people there were much older than he was. As an 11 year old, he felt
small and afraid. “My dad invited me to go to Yonge Street Mission. I had no idea
what it was at the time. He showed me where to sit, in this little place that looked like
a church. These two older guys came and sat next to me. And you know, I was young.
I remember being quite frightened because I wasn’t used to it.” 

Yonge Street Mission was a place that helped young people who were homeless and
struggling. When he was there, John saw the room was filled with homeless people
eating, sleeping on benches, and hanging out to pass the time. John’s dad was there
to talk to the people, to give them advice and to share stories about life. As soon as
John saw his dad having normal conversations with them, they suddenly didn’t seem
as scary. 
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For the first time in his life, John was witnessing poverty, which means not having
enough money for basic needs such as food, drinking water, a home or clothing. He
saw people who looked a little different from what he was used to, but they were
gentle, kind and friendly to him.Watching his dad talking with them showed him that
these were nice people just looking for someone to talk to and someone to help
them. It was at that moment that John made a decision. “Coming from a doctor’s
home, I never experienced any kind of poverty. I didn’t even know what it was. But I
was so impressed with what I saw [at Yonge Street Mission] and I couldn’t help but
think how I could help. After that day, whenever I earned some money, I supported
YSM.” 

Since that very first day, John gave to Yonge Street Mission in any way he could.
Even at 89 years old, he volunteered, donated and supported Yonge Street Mission.
He even walked in the Winter Walk fundraising walk, even though his legs hurt and
he had to walk with ski poles to stay balanced. John always believed that, regardless
of age, “you can do something if you have the will and determination to try.”

From the moment John witnessed poverty for the first time, he understood he could
do something and share. It didn’t matter that he was “only” 11 years old. No matter
how young or old you are, whether 11 or 89, believe in the power of young people to
create change. Let John inspire you to do just that! 

What can you do to help someone in need today? 

communityengagement@ysm.ca
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